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Introduction  

Q1 Why are you here and what specifically are you hoping to learn? 

This is an entry level class, but we hope to build every person into a thriving student of the 
Word. This is not simply a precepts class, an inductive study, or an academic exegesis 
course. It also is not a class about the theology of Scripture (how it is authoritative, inspired, 
infallible and inerrant). Although this class is introductory, we believe you will be a better 
Bible interpreter and that it will be:   
  

______________   ______________     ______________     ______________ 

Basics: We need to believe in and be open to the God of the Bible, believing He has 
revealed himself to humanity in words.  

God chose written and verbal communication,  
to say in words what we need to hear in words. 

Yet, our challenges are:  
• We want something that works 
• We don’t know how 
• We don’t have time 
• It doesn’t seem interesting 

We should not settle with just hearing someone else teaching the Bible once or twice a 
week. We need to be learning how to read it, understand it, and apply it for ourselves.  

Too many of us are _________ the Word of God, but not _______ for ourselves.  

It is the Holy Spirit utilizing God’s Word that changes your life. We want to keep you from 
giving up too quickly, or from relying on secondary, indirect sources like books, sermons, 
and videos to interpret Scripture.  
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Some of this seems like an enormous inconvenience and hard work. We feel that we may be 
in one form “spiritual” by other things we are doing and thus exempt from the bother of 

study. But it isn’t long before we begin reading more ink into the text than we read out of it. 
We develop a slang in which we define all the key verbs and nouns out of our experience, 
and then it isn’t long before we’re using the word “spiritual” to refer primarily to ourselves 

and our ideas, and only on the side to God and His intent. ~ Eugene Petersen 

The Bible will become meaningful to you under one condition and one condition only: 
You have to read it.  

Let’s look at some general impressions people have of the Bible:  
๏  An emotional pill – you read it only when your life feels sick and painful 
๏  A sleeping pill – you pull it out to help you go to sleep 
๏  An eternal life insurance policy – You are hoping that mere ownership of it and an       

occasional reading from it protects you in the event of death 
๏  A holy book reserved for monks, priests, and religious nerds 
๏  A storybook filled with fables and fairy tales 
๏  Ancient wisdom important to some other far away culture but irrelevant for today 
๏  God’s holy words buried in a sacred text that can only be understood by a pastor          

or church leader 
๏  A church-going accessory 
๏  A strong door stop 

Q2 What are your earliest memories of interacting with the Bible for yourself? Who have 
you observed in your life who has interacted with the Bible well? 

Literacy and fluency – the need to interpret what the text means 
This is where we are moving from what it says, to what it means. 

We are all interpreters.  
We are constantly interpreting everything around us all the time. That’s not to say there is 
not such a thing as objective truth, but it is to say that we are constantly bringing our 
experiences and perspectives to the table when we are seeking to make sense of what is in 
front of us. This is certainly true when it comes to the Bible.  
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Reading thoughtfully 
“If people really think that Scripture is inspired and authoritative, why don’t you give it the 
same kind of attention that you give even the most common language you use every day?” 
We are in the business of learning to read what is said and what is meant.  1

We are hearing through __________________. There is the surface (what is being said) and 
the deeper layer (what is meant). Our mind does a lot of gap filling between these two 
surfaces:  

• Example 1: The chickens are ready to eat. 
• Example 2: I want to die, in my sleep, like my grandfather did…not screaming, like 

the passengers in his car.  
• Example 3: I found a skull in the woods, and naturally I called the police. As I waited, I 

got thinking about this person, who he was, how he had died, and why did he have 
deer horns? 

Facts are stupid things until brought into __________________ 

Why context matters: Understanding what we’re reading.  

We cannot get to what it means today until we first understand what it meant when it was 
first written. 

• We are working from your everyday reality, the “here and now,” into reading and 
understanding words and stories from “there and then.” This is then applied and 
practiced in our here and now. Or in other words, we go to the past to understand 
the text in its day and age, and then apply it and practice it in our day and age.  

• Most of us ____________ as we read that we also __________________ what we read. 
We also tend to think that our understanding is the same as the Holy Spirit’s or 
another human author’s intent.  2

Biases and presuppositions - looking at paradigms we bring to the 
scriptures 

We want to work hard to read something the right way. We can take a guess at the meaning 
of a text after a quick read, but the details do matter! If you misread the text you can truly 
mess up the meaning. 

• As we seek to recover the meaning of text in its original, the “there and then”, we look 
for its __________________.  

  Jeremy Camery-Hoggart, Reading the Good Book Well, 5.1

  Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart, How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, 22.2
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• We are coming not with our own paradigms, but the paradigm of the readers - what 
they were expected to have in hand (e.g., their biases, concepts of reality/life, their   
understanding of reading conventions, etc.).  

We tend to fill in the gaps with 21st century paradigms, and that causes us to draw 
conclusions the writer never intended. We need to resist reshaping our observations so that 
they support our preferred theology. 

So we are working with two tensions:  
• ________________ _____________________. Being God’s message, His words speak to all 

of humanity in every age and culture. 
• ________________ _____________________ . Because God chose to speak through human 

words in history, every book has historical particularity. It is conditioned by the 
language, time and culture in which it was originally written.  

Interpretation is _________________ by this tension we experience. 

Exegesis - our first steps in reading the text 

Everyone is a theologian, most of us just aren’t very good.  
Everyone is an exegete, most of us just aren’t very good.  

But one does not have to be an expert to do good exegesis.  3

Exegesis - It is the careful [orderly and thorough] study of the Scripture to discover the 
original intended meaning.  
 Best Definition: It is an explanation of a text. It is an attempt to hear the Word as the   
 original recipients would have heard it, to find the original intent of the Words of the   
 Bible.  We are properly drawing the meaning out of the text rather than seeking to   4

 place meaning into the text. So it’s first, a historical task. 

Good exegesis allows us to capture the principle of a passage or command, even though we 
are coming at it from two millennia and half a world away. 

To do great exegesis we have to learn to read the Bible _____________, and 
ask the right questions of a text we are reading. As we do this, we will often 

find that the text comes alive in ways we never thought possible. 

  Fee/Stuart, How to Read your Bible for All its Worth, 28. 3

  Ibid., 27-28.4
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The Bible In and Out of Context 

Some say, “I’ve been told in the past that when we encounter a difficult or problematic 
passage we “explain it away with context”. This actually isn’t true. Context is the key that 
unlocks the true meaning of the text.  

Misuses of a text: 
•
•
•

Many people will use the “I just take the Bible literally” default statement  
• But the reality is, you’re not always doing that.  

One key to effective Bible reading is understanding genres, and thus recognizing what we 
are to take literally and what we are to take figuratively. 

If we aren’t committed to the process of exegesis, we risk abusing the text.  
• Matthew 18:20 - Often used to suggest that “church” can happen anywhere. The 

context shows us it’s about the presence of the Spirit as we seek reconciliation and 
discipline amongst believers.  

A 5-minute history of Bible interpretation 
Jesus believed and taught that the Old Testament Scriptures pointed to him: “You search 
the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness about me” (John 5:39). 

Jesus taught two things about the Law: 1) The Law was the perfect revelation of God to 
humanity. 2) Jesus came to fulfill the Law by meeting its exacting demands for a righteous 
standing before God. In other words, humans could not fulfill the Law on their own.  

The New Testament writers believed the Hebrew Bible was a history of Israel that had 
present and future significance for Christians. It was the Church’s original sacred book.  

Marcion (2nd century) He argued that the OT was inferior to the writings of the apostles, 
especially Paul. He adopted a literal approach to the OT, and he believed that the God of 
the OT was different than the God of Jesus Christ. The wider church soon recognized his 
error, widely regarding him as a heretic.  

Justin Martyr (2nd century) He argued that the difference between the OT and NT is only a 
matter of degree. The OT anticipated and foretold events, and the NT represented the 
fulfillment of earlier anticipations.  
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Irenaeus He saw the Scriptures like “treasure hidden in a field” (Matthew 13:44) and 
championed the following ideas: 1) Exegesis should pay careful attention to context. 2) 
Unclear or obscure texts should be interpreted by clearer ones (let Scripture interpret 
Scripture) 3) A nonliteral reading of some passages may be warranted; the true nature of 
some passages  is the interpretation of the apostles as presented in the NT.  

Clement and Origen (2nd/3rd century) They saw the Bible having multiple levels of meaning: 
the surface meaning, and a hidden, spiritual meaning. They were heavily influenced by 
Jewish and Greek philosophy. They believed the deep meaning of a text could be separated 
from the literal meaning, resulting in theological speculation. Origen was not held in high 
regard in Evangelical circles.  

Augustine of Hippo (4th/5th century) He was one of the greatest Christian thinkers of all 
time. He criticized more allegorical readings of Scripture as being non-rational and argued 
instead that Scripture should be read literally and Christocentrically. He said you cannot 
separate the literal from the spiritual meaning. This was called a literal-historical approach…
that a proper understanding must begin with the mind of the writer…and that context is 
critical.  

Medieval The allegorical method was popular, in part because it could be used to support 
church doctrines that lacked true Scriptural backing. Medieval theologians developed a 
fourfold approach to interpreting the Bible: the literal (what God did); the allegorical 
(showing what at surface level God hid); the moral (revealing what believers should do); and 
the mystical or anagogical (showing the heavenly life in which, for Christians, all things will 
end). The effect of all of this was that the true meaning of the Bible was obscured by 
imposing arbitrary meanings on it. Theology took precedence over careful literal-historical 
exegesis. 
 One of the great minds of the medieval time period was Thomas Aquinas (13th 
century), and he embraced the literal-historical approach to Bible reading. Aquinas rejected 
the idea of multiple levels of meaning, believing that it blunted the force of any biblical 
argument. The intended meaning of the text is in the words (either literally or figuratively). 

Protestant Reformers (16th century) This was a reaction against what they perceived to be 
misuses of Scripture in the medieval period. Key figures included John Wycliffe and Martin 
Luther, who rejected allegory, championed the centrality of Christ in the Scriptures, rejected 
using the Bible to support established doctrines and sought to learn meaning through 
ordinary language and literal, historical and grammatical exegesis. They saw Good exegesis 
→ healthy theology → productive and joyful Christian life.  

John Calvin  He was the most prolific expositor of Scripture of the time. He stressed 
Scripture over theology and saw theology as the product of proper interpretation of 
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Scripture. He interpreted prophesy as looking forward to Christ. Some call Calvin the 
founder of modern grammatical-historical exegesis. 

The Enlightenment The emphasis on individual interpretation that followed the reformers 
led, in part, to the Enlightenment. The essence of the Enlightenment was a rejection of the 
biblical doctrine of the brokenness of humanity, as well as embracing the belief that the 
human mind was capable of arriving at truth when unhindered by external authorities such 
as the church, tradition, or the Bible. Many Enlightenment thinkers viewed the Bible as 
untrustworthy, created by men to subjugate others. The Bible was viewed, at best, as a book 
that contained occasional truth. The effects of the Enlightenment are still very much felt 
today in Western industrialized nations.  

Evangelical Protestantism Protestants descended from the Reformation have held an 
evangelical view of Scripture, rejecting Enlightenment naturalism. There are ranges of 
interpretive philosophies across Evangelicalism, but they are all buoyed by the belief that 
the Bible is the Word of God, and hence, right interpretation is critical. The Bible remains the 
most read and discussed book in the world. The God of the Scriptures has preserved his 
Word, recorded in human language and illumined by the Spirit. The Word reveals Jesus to 
those who embrace Him.     

Conclusion   

• Look over Pastor’s Tips on Reading the Bible and Biblical Resources List 

Q3 Which one of these are thought provoking or surprising to you? Did you see any 
common threads among the four lists? 

Post class reading [after this first class feel free to explore the pages that interest you 
most in your binder or in your book] 

- Reading the Good Book Well, p.9-14, “What do these have in common?” 
- Eat this Book, Preface & chapter1, p.x-xii and p.2-3 
- Getting the Message, Intro p.3-6, “Our Need for Training”  
- Living by the Book, 18-22, “Why Study the Bible?” 
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Biblical Resource List:  
 - Have access to a good Translation (English Standard Version,  
 Life Application Bible, NIV Study Bibles, or New Revised   
 Standard Version) 
 - Good Bible Dictionary or Encyclopedia (books or online)  
 - BlueLetterBible.org   
 - Good Commentaries - For personal study, seek something that  
 is accessible so that it illuminates the text for you. 
  * NIV Application Commentary 
  * Tyndale Old Testament or New Testament (IVP) 
  * NIBC - New International Bible Commentary 
 

Other books on reading the Bible, biblical context, etc.  
 - Blue Parakeet by Scot McKnight 
 - Scripture and the Authority of God by N.T. Wright (more technical, less practical) 
 - Eat This Book: The Art of Spiritual Reading by Eugene Peterson 
 - Reading the Good Book Well: A Guide to Biblical Interpretation by Jerry Camery- 
 Hoggatt 
 - Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes by Kenneth Bailey 
 - Shadow of the Galilean by Gerd Thiessen, or Lost Letters of Pergamum by Bruce   
 Longnecker (fictional historical narratives) 
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se!i" two 
Exegesis - Careful [orderly and thorough] study of the Scripture to discover the original 
intended meaning.  
 Basic Definition: It is an __________________ of a text. It is an attempt to hear the   
 Word as the original recipients were to have heard it, to find the original intent of the   
 words of the Bible. 

From there and then, to here and now 
  
 

The most important exegetical question we will ever ask:  
What is the point and why is the author saying it right here? 
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Two basic questions – of context and of content 
We are putting our minds into a paradigm to read, according to realities that will help us 
hear what God was saying then.  5

Context – ________________  

• Time and culture of author/audience  
• Geographical, topographical and political factors 
• Sometimes this is called the historical occasion of a book, what frames its 

purpose or intent 

"What is the Bible?” by The Bible Project 
[Enjoy and take notes on the video: you can watch it again under its title on YouTube or at the 
link in the footnote.]  6

What was going on in Israel’s history, the world around them, or the church that caused 
God to inspire them to write? 

Context – ________________ 

• The meaning of words in sentences 
• Sentences have full and clear meaning in relation to preceding and succeeding  
    sentences. 
• It is in a specific spot for a certain reason, to emphasize a certain point. How does it  
    affect the meaning by considering the larger setting of the passage? 

  Fee/Stuart, 30-32.5

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ak06MSETeo4  6
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• Recognizing units of thought (not just how a paragraph is broken out or where  
    headings are put) 

• Language points - Texts are: 
✦ ____________________ – They can’t say everything, so you have to “gap fill” with 

information the writer assumed the reader would know. You have to seek out those 
assumptions. 

✦ _________________ __________________ – they have double meanings. 
✦ _________________ – they are carrying meaning on varying levels. 
✦ _________________ – they can only present in a specific sequence, one word after  
the other.   7

• Check out the “Layout/Genres of Biblical Books" at the end of this session to 
see how each genre or literary form works as a vehicle to transmit God’s story. 

What is the point and why is he saying it right here? 

These two types of context, literary and historical, have important things in common, but 
they go different directions in their methods. But both help us improve our reading of the  
Bible. See an overview of their methods below.  8

The How 

Observation A Repeated reading  
What do I see? Looking, looking, looking. This is where the text is in control and one takes 
the time to note any and all initial observations of the text.  

Literary Context Historical Context 

Studies the written text Studies the people and culture receiving a text

Can ignore the identity of the author and audience Stresses the identity of the author and audience

Can study words in themselves Stresses author’s intent as he uses words

Considers what any competent reader hears Considers what the original audience heard

Is accessible to any attentive reader Is accessible to readers who know background

Rewards intensive study of one text Rewards cumulative study of many texts

  Hoggatt, Reading the Good Book Well. 7

  Doriani, Getting the Message, 44. 8
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• Look at key terms and words 
• Look at names, places, verbs 
• Look at details: repetition, emphasis, contrasts (but/rather), question-answer, 
• Transport your senses into the passage, pretend you are there 
• Ask: Why did they include that? Who-What-When-Why-Where?  

But just as in walking without thinking we sometimes take a wrong turn, have to retrace 
our steps and recalculate our directions, and just as when we walk without thinking 

someone sometimes steps in and alerts us to a multitude of important details—flowers, 
birds, faces—we had missed along the way, and stops us so that we look around, 

amazed at what we had missed, so also in the reading of our Holy Scriptures. As we 
make our way through this story, finding our lives in this story, following Jesus, we find 
ourselves from time to time stopping, or being stopped, and paying attention to the 

details that make up the story. We attend to the language, to the sentences that bring 
words into relationship with one another and into relationship with us.  

         ~Eugene Peterson 

Observation B Analysis 
• Now we begin to pay attention to theological themes 
• We are looking at form and structure analysis 

• Structural outlines layout the sentence, text or paragraph, helping us to see the main 
points  

• Formulas and genres help us to understand what vehicle the sentence is coming to us 
by, so we are reading it correctly  

We keep checking the context to gain some answers to our big questions 
• So you don’t default to what you have always been told or imagined  
• So you fill in the gaps correctly 
• Historical context deepens our sense of the humanity of the text 
• You are able to see the emphasis, because violations of the norms call 
 attention to themselves 
• It narrows our range of interpretive options, which is helpful for clarity 

Interpretation (comprehending the text) 
We are taking the content and context and searching for the cultural relativity. We are 
deciding what’s important to us, what’s irrelevant, and what’s are incorrect or implausible 
meanings.  

Integrate 
We draw together all the comprehensive aspects of analysis and observation that express 
what the message was for the original audience. As we are putting all the content together 
into a meaningful whole, we can now begin asking, “What does it mean?” 
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• Basic rule 1 - A text cannot mean what it never could have meant to its author or 
readers. 

• Basic rule 2 - Whenever we share similar specific life situations (comparable 
particulars), God’s Word to us is the same as His Word to them.  

  - What is the main idea being communicated? Why?  
  - What do you know about the plot? What theme seems to be here? 
  - In what ways is the story true to life? What questions or problems does   
  it raise? 
  - What does other Scripture say about it? Compare Scripture with     
  Scripture. 

What is the big idea from all these observations and questions of the text?  
See if you can get the big idea into one sentence. 

Consultation – Don’t think you have it figured out, check a resource to evaluate your study  
to see if you’re on the right track. 

Reassurances 
1. Nobody decided to make this complicated – we just need to own that it is. 
2. You already know how to do a lot of this. 
3. It’s worth the time and effort. 
4. It gets easier because knowledge is cumulative (you don’t forget). 
5. You’re not alone – there are pastors and other Christians on the same journey, and more 
than anything else you have the HOLY SPIRIT! 
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Exercise with Mark 4:35-41 Jesus calms the storm 

On that day,  
when evening had come,  

       he said to them,  
“Let us go across to the other side.”      Crossing the Lake 

And leaving the crowd,  
They took him with them in the boat,      In the Boat 

just as he was.  
And  

other boats were with him.  
And 

 A great windstorm arose, and       Great Storm Came 
the waves were breaking into the boat, so that 

    The boat was already filling.  
But  

He was in the stern, asleep on the cushion.     In the boat asleep 
And they woke him and said to him,  

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?”    Don’t You Care! 
And  

He awoke and         Awakes 
     rebuked the wind  
    and  
    said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”  
And  

The wind ceased, and        Wind stopped and 
   there was a great calm.     was calm 

He said to them,  
“Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”    Why afraid and no 

And          faith? 
they were filled with great fear and  

   said to one another,  
“Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” Who is this? 
          Nature obeys?! 
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Observations Round 1 Make as many observations as you can in a 15-minute period  

Interpretation  
Integrate all your details together into content (an idea). What is the main thing being 
communicated? Why?  

Context  
What do we know about the book it’s in (what genre)? What do we know about who wrote 
it? What themes do we know are in the book? Who’s in the story or who is hearing the 
teaching? What did they have to ask or what did they wonder about Jesus?  

Comparisons 
What do other Scriptures say? 

Consult 
What do some commentaries say, or what have some pastors said in sermons? 
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Application: What is the main idea we discovered?  

- Do I deal with fear? Do I feel like God is really with us? 

- Do I deal with this in my life? What sort of situations in my current context are similar?  

- What do I know about myself and my ability to trust? What do I think of Jesus usually? 
How can I navigate life differently if I live knowing Jesus is with me and DOES care? Does 
Jesus view my faith as weak?  

- What needs to change in my view of Jesus? What’s one example of something I can 
surrender to Him more?  

Post class reading 
How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, p. 27-30.  
Living by the Book, chp. 5, p.51-65. 
Getting the Message, p.32-39, 48-53.   
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se!i" #r$  
Reading the Bible: When the here and now, becomes application 
and praxis (practice)  

We don’t want you to leave this class thinking that we always need to spend an hour ripping 
apart three verses to be a faithful Bible reader. There are plenty of times when we will open 
the Bible and we’re simply going to read and ask the Spirit to speak. That’s not a bad thing. 
What we’re doing is choosing to go a little bit deeper each time. It will teach us to ask great 
questions of the text so we can be faithful Bible readers and faithful Bible doers.  
     

Don’t see the _______________, see the _________________. 

We have taken time exploring what the text meant at the time, but now our concern begins 
shifting to what it means to us.  

Moving from Explanation to… 

   ______________ – Is it True? to…   

    _______________ - What difference does it make now? 

Application – Letting the Bible do something in your life…asking, 
how does it work? 
Very simply, we bring our own form of common sense, paired with and dependent on the 
Holy Spirit, to the text. We then apply, what we can, to our own situation. What does not 
seem to apply is simply left in its context.  

Remember our Basic Rules:  
• Basic Rule 1 - A text cannot mean what it never could have meant to its author or 

readers (we are not speculating!)  
• Basic Rule 2 - Whenever we share similar specific life situations (comparable 

particulars), God’s Word to us is the same as his Word to them.  
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Step 1 We propose __________________ that transcend era, culture and context. It is here 
that our meaning, theological values and practice may be drawn out.  

• This is where we have to be honest about the influence of tradition and our prior 
beliefs (theological convictions), to make sure we are not _______________ these into 
some texts while ______________________________ others. 

• As Christians, we tend to operate off of biblical principles sowed into our lives. Some 
of these are imparted by family values, some by church tradition, but the goal is for us 
to understand the biblical truth behind and within them.  

Christian ________________  – What we believe 
Christian ________________  – What guidelines we live by 
Christian ________________  – What we experience 

• Biblical Principles or Specific Application?  
 How do we expand or extend the application to other contexts? How do we keep it   
 practical? 

Principles should correlate with the ___________ teaching of Scripture 
Principles should speak to the needs, interests, questions, and problems of 
real life today 
Principles should indicate a _____________________. Don’t stay at the level 
of good intentions! 

Step 2 We identify the truths of the text that transcend the original context, and apply them 
to our day and age (as much as they did for the original audience). 
 

• We cannot begin asking our questions of the text which are addressing their 
questions (of their time period) only.  

• We must be careful that extended application does not become the only thing one is 
ever learning and living from. [we will explain!]  

• We must be content at times with limitations to our understanding and the mystery.  
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Gordon Fee explains, Someone will surely ask, “But is it not possible for a text to have an 
additional [or fuller or deeper] meaning beyond its original intent? In the case of prophecy, 

we would not close the door to such a possibility, and we would argue that, with careful 
controls, a second or ultimate, intended meaning is possible. But how does one justify it at 
other points? Our problem is a simple one: Who speaks for God?…We should be properly 

concerned whenever anyone says that they have God’s deeper meaning to a text, especially 
if the text never meant what it is now made to mean. Of such interpretations are all the cults 

born and innumerable lesser heresies.”  9

If we do our exegesis well we will have confidence that our _______________ 
and _______________ are truly comparable to theirs.  

The simple essence of application  

1. Know the text 
• Interpretation is __________, Application may be ___________. 

2. Know Yourself 
• Your assets and strengths, and your liabilities and weaknesses 
• Don’t have an exaggerated opinion or a distorted opinion of yourself 
• Real life is slippery; it is constantly changing, so take the time to know the season 

you are in 

3. Relate it to your Experience. Reflect upon and surrender to the truths you encounter, 
letting it adjust and readjust your life. You will find most truths affect your core relationships.  

Relationships: 
 1. To yourself 
 2. To other people 
 3. To the enemy 
 4. To your sin (the Word of God exposes sin) 
 5. To God’s promises (the Word of God tells you what you can expect) 
 6. To God’s commands (the Word of God gives conditions for life and    
     wholeness) 

4. Live it. Is there some area of my life where this truth is needed?  
Take a look at Living by the Book, chp. 44 on Nine Questions to Ask when it comes to 
Application.  

  Fee, Read the Bible for All its Worth, 35. 9
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Exercise with Isaiah 46:1-13 (ESV)  

Consider the Historical Context of Isaiah. What is happening in this time? Take notes on the 
Bible Project Video on Isaiah for some insight on the whole book.   10

Ask initial questions:  

  
 What is a prophet? 
  

 What themes do we see or know about in Isaiah? 

Consider Literary Context - What sort of writing do we have here? 

1. Focus on verses 1-5. Read and start making observations and asking questions:  

  

  Read Scripture: Isaiah 40-66 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TzdEPuqgQg 10
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          Notes    
Bel bows down; Nebo stoops; 

    their idols are on beasts and livestock; 

these things you carry are borne 

    as burdens on weary beasts. 

They stoop; they bow down together;    

    they cannot save the burden, 

    but themselves go into captivity. 

         

“Listen to me, O house of Jacob, 

    all the remnant of the house of Israel, 

who have been borne by me from before your birth, 

    carried from the womb; 

even to your old age I am he, 

    and to gray hairs I will carry you. 

I have made, and I will bear; 

    I will carry and will save. 

         

“To whom will you liken me and make me equal, 

    and compare me, that we may be alike? 

Those who lavish gold from the purse, 

    and weigh out silver in the scales, 

         

         

hire a goldsmith, and he makes it into a god;   

    then they fall down and worship! 

 They lift it to their shoulders, they carry it, 

    they set it in its place, and it stands there; 

    it cannot move from its place. 

If one cries to it, it does not answer 

    or save him from his trouble. 

“Remember this and stand firm, 

    recall it to mind, you transgressors, 

    remember the former things of old;         
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          Notes    
for I am God, and there is no other; 

    I am God, and there is none like me, 

declaring the end from the beginning 

    and from ancient times things not yet done, 

saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, 

    and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ 

calling a bird of prey from the east, 

    the man of my counsel from a far country.        

I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass; 

    I have purposed, and I will do it. 

“Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, 

    you who are far from righteousness: 

I bring near my righteousness; it is not far off, 

    and my salvation will not delay; 

I will put salvation in Zion, for Israel my glory.” 

What is the main thing being communicated? What questions is it asking and what truths 
is it relaying? 

In what ways is the story true to life? What questions or problems does it raise? 
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What does other scripture say about it? Compare scripture with scripture 

Integrate 
One draws together all the comprehensive aspects of analysis and survey and expresses 
what the message was for the original audience. 
  
 What did it mean for them as a message?  
  

 What are some similar specific life situations? 

Let’s see if we can get it into short digestible phrases: 
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The Nine Questions  

These questions are an additional tool you can use to ask application questions. It is not 
limited to nine questions (in fact, deeper textual and formational studies go much 
farther), but becomes a foundation for you to work from: 

1. Is there an example for me to follow? 

2. Is there a sin to avoid? 

3. Is there a promise to claim? 

4. Is there a prayer to repeat? 

5. Is there a condition to meet? 

6. Is there a command to obey? 

7. Is there a word or concept to memorize? 

8. Is there an error to mark? 

9. Is there a challenge to face? 

Post class reading 
Living by the Book, chps. 39 & 40, p.289-306 
How to Read the Bible for All its Worth, p.74-86 
Getting the Message, p.139-144 
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se!i" f%r  
Exegesis: Let’s review and do it again. 

Exegesis is a careful [orderly and thorough] study of the Scripture to discover the original 
intended meaning.  

• We focus on the two basic questions: of context and of content 
These help us to discover, “What is the point and why is he saying it right here?” 

• Observation A.) We do repeated reading, and Observation B.) Analysis 
We ask: what do I see? Looking, looking, looking 
We are paying attention to all of our observations and begin narrowing down our 
interpretive options.  

• Interpretation (comprehending the text) 
We are taking the content and context and searching for the cultural relativity. We are 
deciding what’s important, what’s irrelevant, and what’s just unnecessary.  

• Integrate  
We draw together all the comprehensive aspects of analysis and observation that 
express what the message was for the original audience. As we are putting all the 
content together into a meaningful whole, we can now begin asking what does it mean? 

• Basic rule 1 - A text cannot mean what it never could have meant to its author or 
readers. 

• Basic rule 2 - Whenever we share similar specific life  situations (comparable 
particulars), God’s Word to us is the same as His Word to them.  

• Comparison and consultation  
We see what other scriptures say and what have others scholars and pastors 
determined?  

• Application  
• Step 1 - We propose principles that transcend era, culture, and context. It is here that 

our meaning, theological values and practice may be drawn out.  
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• Step 2 - We identify the truths of the text that transcend the original context, and 
apply them to our day and age (as much as they did for the original audience). 

 The simple essence of application  
 1. Know the text 
 2. Know yourself 
 3. Relate it to your experience.  
 4. Live it. Is there some area of my life where this truth is needed?  

Remember, the Bible is about transformation of people 

The Bible was written to transform your life. So we approach the Bible to let it change us. 
Don’t just settle into knowledge of the Bible; truly think about the truths you encounter with 
this goal of change in your life. The Bible was written to make a permanent difference in 
your character and competency.  

Exercise with Colossians 4:1-6 (ESV)  

Masters, treat your bondservants[a] justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in 
heaven. 

Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the same time, pray 
also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ, on 
account of which I am in prison— that I may make it clear, which is how I ought to speak. 

Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best use of the time. Let your speech always be 
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how you ought to answer each person. 

Read and start making observations and asking questions:  

Consider Historical Context - What is happening in this time? 
  

What themes do we see or know about Colossians? 
  

Consider Literary Context - What sort of writing do we have here?     
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 What is an epistle or letter? 

Observations:  

What is the main thing being communicated? Why? What question is it asking? 

In what ways is the story true to life? What questions or problems does it raise? 

What does other scripture say about it? Compare scripture with scripture 

Integrate 
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One draws together all the comprehensive aspects of analysis and expresses what the 
message was for the original audience. 

 What did it mean for them as a message?  

 What are some similar specific life situations? 

Let’s see if we can get it into short digestible phrases: 

Post class reading 
Living by the Book, chp. 18, p.135-144 and chp. 41, p. 307-317 
Reading the Good Book Well, chp.13, p. 153-164 
Eat this Book, chp. 5, p.59-69 
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se!i" five  
How did Jesus teach the Bible?  

Nearly everyone has an opinion about what the Bible is and how the Bible works. There is no 
shortage of ideas about the Bible, but now all of them are of equal value.  

There are many in the secular world who like to share their views on the Bible, despite 
having little to no experience actually reading it.  

There are many in the Christian world who, with the best of intentions and for a variety of 
reasons, seem to want to make the Bible into something it is not.  

Q1 What is the earliest memory you have of interacting with the Bible for yourself?  

Five categories 
From a big picture perspective, we can understand the parts of the Bible in five Christ-
centered categories: 

1. ___________________________________ 

2. ___________________________________ 

3. ___________________________________ 

4. ___________________________________ 

5. ___________________________________ 
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The Big idea 
The Bible is ________  __________ and it is about __________. 

“But the testimony that I have is greater than that of John. For the works 
that the Father has given me to accomplish, the very works that I am 
doing, bear witness about me that the Father has sent me. And the 
Father who sent me has himself borne witness about me. His voice you 
have never heard, his form you have never seen, and you do not have his 
word abiding in you, for you do not believe the one whom he has sent. 
You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to 
me that you may have life. I do not receive glory from people. but I know 
that you do not have the love of God within you. I have come in my 
Father’s name, and you do not receive me.” John 5:36-43 

What does that mean?  

• There is a way to read the Bible that is not ________-____________.  

• When we read the Bible we need to ask, what am I ____________ _______? 

• Reading the Bible _____________ point us to _______________.  

Q2 What are some unhelpful or non-life-giving ways we can read the Bible today? How 
can we guard against reading in that manner?   

How did Jesus teach the Bible?  

Luke 24:13-35 
“And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures 
the things concerning himself.” Luke 24:27 

Jesus taught the Bible __________________________.  

Jesus is the better ___________________.  
 “For by one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s 
obedience the many will be made righteous.” Romans 5:19 
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Jesus is the better ___________________.  

 “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.” 
Genesis 12:1-2 

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

“God made him who knew no sin to be sin so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.” 2 Corinthians 5:21 

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.” Genesis 50:20 

“God raised him up and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow in heaven and on earth.” Philippians 2:9-10 

Jesus is the better _____________  ___________.  

 “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” John 1:29b 

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

 “Then the Lord said, ‘I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in 
Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, 
and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to 
bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land flowing with milk and 
honey…'” Exodus 3:7-8a; Exodus 5:1 

Jesus is the better ____________  ____________________.  

 “For if the blood of goats and bulls, and the sprinkling of defiled persons with the 
ashes of a heifer, sanity for the purification of the flesh, how much more will the 
blood of Christ who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to 
God, purify our conscience from dead works to serve the living God.” Hebrews 
9:13-14 
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Jesus is the better ___________________.  

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

 “As Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days, so will the Son of 
Man be in the earth for three days.” Matthew 12:40 

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

Jesus is the better ___________________.  

The Bible is not about morality, it’s not about history, it’s not about religion, 
and it’s not about you. The Bible is ___________  __________ and it is about 

_______________.  

The point of the Bible is to ______________ you to ______________. 

Q3 How can seeing that the Bible is all about Jesus change the way that we read it and 
apply it?  

Post class reading  
Getting the Message, ch. 12, 174-185 
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se!i" six  
Now, when you pick up a Bible... 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17  

Now that you are equipping and training yourself with the tools to engage the scriptures, 
we want to instill some reflections and simple prompts to help you approach the process 
with ease. We hope these will help you go forward in confidence and remember all of these 
details and questions you want to bring to each interpretive process you take with a text.  

Here is a short short list of the Interpretive Process as we have learned it: 
• We are giving a long and close and learned attention to the text! 
• We ask what is the point and why is the writer saying it right here? 
• We do repeated reading that pays attention to all the details of the text, it’s context and 

its background. (this is our observation and analysis) 
• We focus on what's most important and what the text meant, first for the original 

audience, and then for us.  
• We are continually learning [more of] what scripture says, so we compare texts with the 

whole Bible, and even consult specialists in areas as needed.  
• We draw out truth principles that apply to our lives and identify what it may transform in 

our lives.  

Let’s practice one more time with a few more shorter, easier text:  

”As a dog returns to his vomit so does a fool to his folly.”  Proverbs 26:11 
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We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a 
liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot1 love God whom he has 
not seen. And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his 
brother. 1 John 4:19-21 

There are numerous acronyms and prompts created as great places to start, but they 
assume you will go into the deeper practices you have learned here. Many of these 
will include the elements of prayer  
 
SOAP stands for:    FOCUS stands for: 
Scripture    Foundation: Read the passage you are studying. 
Observation     Observation: Pick out some details. 
Application    Clarification: Learn about the original meaning of the text. 
Prayer     Utilization: Find cross-references. 
     Summation: Respond to what you have learned. 

PROM WAS stands for:  
P - Praying to God - Ask Him to speak W - Writing out what you see or think 
R - Reading the Bible   A - Apply it to Ourselves 
O - Observe what it Says   S - Share it with Others  
M - Meditate on it 

These are just a few of the examples of prompts created to remind people how to engage 
with the text, and read the Bible for all its worth.  
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So where do we start? 
I 
f you are new to reading the bible, a few good books to start with are: 

• The Gospel of Mark - Action based with the basics of the story of Jesus 

• The Letter of James - Practical and yet building on the message of the gospel and the 
way of wisdom in the OT.  

• The Book of Psalms - Easy to relate to 

• The Book of Genesis - Starting at the foundation by looking deeply at the threads that 
begin in Genesis and spread into the whole of the Bible.  

Some realities to be prepared for: 

• It is very common to encounter both Christians and non-Christians, who doubt any 
authority or reliability of the Scriptures.  

Q1 What are some common questions or skepticism people have with the biblical 
accounts? 

For Example:  
•  The idea that Genesis 1-3 & 6 are not literal accounts but a myth written to  
convey a truth. 

•  The authors of many of the books we have are not the original authors or traditionally  
termed authors. 

•  For example, Luke didn’t write Luke, John didn’t write John, Isaiah only 
wrote part of Isaiah. 

•  The meaning was altered and edited over time by the church.  

•  Many of these claims are based on:  

• Textual criticism - How the text was written in its original language and 
transmitted/translated and which manuscripts we use for our final text.  

• Form criticism - Looking at the stories and how they were formed and passed 
on from oral to written tradition.  

• Historical criticism - How the texts line up or diverged from other histories.  

We continually have to ask ourselves how well we understand the scripture. Not just in what 
it means or says but how it was composed and formed; how it connects with history and has 
validity and authority. As we understand these truths better we are more equipped to 
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engage in conversations with those who present such drastic questions of the primary 
source of God’s Word/teaching to us.   

• Confidence in the _______________________________________ . How many people’s 
stories have to line up before you believe a story is true in nearly all of its details? 
Why?  Why is it easier to believe in other historical stories, of say Napoleon, or George 
Washington, or 9/11 over the historical accounts of Jesus? Do the miracles 
surrounding the story of Jesus bring it into doubt and why? 

• Confidence in the _____________________ and ____________________ process. 
 - Understanding the original autographs, how they were shared, distributed   
 and copied. 
 - Being aware there were some copyist errors (sight, hearing, mind) 

•  _______________________________, ______________________ time lines  

Let the Bible be a text that fascinates you 

Reading and studying the Bible can become something so adventurous and gripping that 
you cannot wait to soak in a little more, and then a little more. 

• Ps.119:16  “I delight in your instructive stories, I will not neglect your words.” 
• Ps.119:20  “My soul is consumed with longing for your word at all times.” 
• Ps.119:27  “Let me understand the teaching in your coaching, that I will meditate on 

your wonders.” 
• Ps.40:6  “In sacrifice and offering you have not delighted, but you have given me an 

open ear.”   (I love how Eugene Petersen translates this, saying: Dig the junk out of my 
ears, my mind, so I can hear You!)   

• Psalm 119:18 “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law”  
• 1 Thess. 2:13 “And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the 

word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as 
what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.” 

Speak to God, asking him to speak through His Word. That he would move life away 
from a focus on ourselves to what He wants to say, and what He wants us to 
understand.  
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A Final Reflection from the Lord Jesus:  

Read Matt. 13 The Parable of the Sower 

- 13:19 Hears the words of the kingdom and ________________________________________ 

- 13:20-21 Hears the word and immediately received it with joy, ______________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________ 

- 13:22 Hears the word, __________________________________________________________ 

- 13:23 Hears the word and understands it, _________________________________________ 

Q2. What’s your reaction when you hear this statement:  
“If you are not deeply and consistently reading your Bible you are spiritually starving?” 
and what are the next steps you will take in reading?  

This it not all about the book and words alone — we do not worship the book. The church 
and faith owes its existence to who the book points to, Jesus Christ of Nazareth; who died, 
was buried and rose again.  

“God did not give the Bible so we could master him or it; God gave the 
Bible so we could live it, so we could be mastered by it. The moment we 

think we’ve mastered it, we have failed to be readers of the Bible.”  
Scot McKnight, The Blue Parakeet: Rethinking How We Read the Bible 
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