
Bridgeway Pastors’ Top Five Bible Reading Tips 

Lance 

1) Context, context, context – it changes everything. 

2) Break it down in smaller chunks to examine. 

3) Always ask ‘why?’ after every ‘point’ or ‘word’ or ‘phrase’ used. It will help you hear 
the intent of the author. 

4) The Bible is not just a textbook, it’s a life-guide. It must be examined and used for 
application eventually. 

5) Get in an ancient, Middle-Eastern mindset and it makes more sense.  

Matt 

1) Approach it as a story - Look for where a passage fits in the larger thread of scripture 
(the meta-narrative) - how does it all connect… 
2) Read a passage repeatedly, out loud, asking lots of questions, rather than trudging 
thru to “finish”. [Better to read 1 John 4,  seven times and really begin grasping it then 
to keep plugging through into the next chapter or book.]  

3) I ask God to keep me fascinated with everything about a text, the words, structures, 
genres, culture, history, etc. I want to care about what I’m reading and not just to get 
quick meaning. 

4) Approach it personally – as a text from a friend or a love letter, if we read the Bible 
with the same concentration we would be so filled! 

5) The Bible was written not to give me knowledge about life, but to change my life - 
so I must approach it expecting it to expect change in my life.  

�



Parnell 

1) I look for context - What and to whom is the text being addressed. 

2) I look for confirmation - What other passages offer affirmation of the reading. 

3) I look for application - How do I personally interface with the subject or the focus of 
the text? 

4) I pursue clarity - I want to understand what I'm reading and simplify it in my thoughts 
in order to simplify it in my sharing. 

5) I practice meditating on the text; allowing the Holy Spirit to speak to my heart. This 
is where I preach to myself before preaching others. 

Brian 

1) Take your time. When it comes to reading, it’s about quality over quantity. Never is 
this more true than in Bible reading.  

2) Be as aware of your biases as possible. Often times we come to the text with 
presuppositions that inhibit our ability to hear the Holy Spirit.  

3) Seek to understand context. What you were reading was not originally meant for 
you. Take the time to learn about the original authors and recipients. This will especially 
help as you seek to find the eternal truth or principle in commands that don’t seem 
relevant today. It is equally important to remember the biblical context of what you are 
reading- where does it fit within the broader story of Scripture? 

4)  Read for your head and for your heart. When you approach the Scriptures there is 
much to learn, and we would be remiss to not seek to learn from God’s Word. But, 
there is also much to stir our affections, and we would be similarly remiss to overlook 
that. 

5) Read believing that the Holy Spirit wants to speak to you, and remember that Jesus 
is the hero.   
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