
Leading Your Group Through Election Season 

Navigating Politics in Our Missional Communities 
 

As MC leaders, one of the challenges we’ll face in the coming months is navigating our 

members’ various political perspectives, including our own. How do we get people 

together who may passionately hold opposing political views? How do we maintain 

unity when worldly divisiveness seems inevitable? 

 

Did you know that Jesus faced the same issue? The hot political topic in those days was 

whether Jewish people should partner with Rome or fight against it. Among Jesus’ 

“Missional Community” (His disciples), were both Matthew (former tax-collector) and 

Simon (the Zealot), who would have been on extreme opposite sides of the debate. In 

fact, Zealots were famous for assassinating tax-collectors, who they viewed as vile 

traitors. I can imagine some heated discussions between those two!  

 

Once, members of the two opposing political parties came to Jesus with the hot-button 

topic of the day: whether or not to pay taxes to Rome (Mark 12:13-17). Instead of playing 

into their political game, Jesus flipped their question back on them. “Render to Caesar 

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”  

 

Jesus’ response teaches us two things: 

1. As leaders in the Kingdom, it’s smart not to get sucked into worldly 

debates. Jesus deftly avoided people’s attempts to get Him to join their side in 

an argument. In some cases, He flat-out refused to answer, instead offering 

correction for people’s wrong motives for their inquiry (Luke 12:13-15). Jesus was 

focused on the person and the condition of their heart more than the issue or 

problem they were trying to fix.  

2. Both money and politics are part of the world’s kingdom, not God’s. 

Since Caesar's image is on his coins, we should willingly give them back to him. 

Since God’s image is on us, we should wholeheartedly give ourselves to Him. Our 

identity as ambassadors of Jesus’ Kingdom becomes primary. Our national, 

political, or ethnic identity is secondary (2 Corinthians 5:20).  

 

Why did Jesus avoid revealing His position on worldly debates? 

1. Political power is “power over,” Kingdom power is “power under” 

(Matthew 20:25-26). 



○ Political power is gained by forming a majority and then exerting that 

power over others. Kingdom power is gained by getting under others and 

lifting them up through prayer and servanthood.  

○ Jesus understood that people who wanted Him to take a political position 

were looking to advance political power rather than Kingdom power.  

2. Jesus wants to empower His Church to advance His Kingdom (Matthew 

16:18-19). His Church transcends nations and politics, which can’t do much to 

advance (or hinder) His Kingdom.  

3. It turns out that God didn’t have an opinion about the stuff people were 

fiercely debating in Jesus’ time. In fact, both sides ended up being wrong. One 

side thought God wanted the Jews to partner with Rome. The other side that God 

wanted them to fight Rome. In the end, neither approach held the answer. In AD 

70, the vast majority of the Jewish people were slaughtered by the Romans. But 

many of the early Christians (from both sides of the debate) were miraculously 

saved because they remembered and obeyed Jesus’ words (Luke 

21:20-21).  

 

Practical tips for navigating election season in our groups: 

1. Point people to Jesus. We are ambassadors, called to advance Christ’s 

Kingdom in a spirit of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:20). As we fulfill that 

mission, we speed His return (2 Peter 3:12), which is the only real answer to the 

world’s problems (Revelation 21:4).  

2. Pray for our leaders and for the process (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Recognize that 

our people are under intense pressure from their friends, family, co-workers, and 

worldly and demonic forces to take up arms on worldly issues rather than arming 

themselves with weapons of righteous (2 Corinthians 6:7). We resist this pressure 

and impact the world most powerfully through prayer.  

3. Remind people that sincere, smart, Jesus-loving people can disagree 

about political stuff. Jesus has disciples from different political parties today 

just as much as He did among the original twelve. That’s just the nature of 

politics — it’s complicated and there are no slam-dunk political solutions to 

problems that originate from spiritual brokenness. Our modern political parties 

expend tremendous resources trying to persuade believers that their party is the 

“Christian” party, but there simply is no such thing. God’s laws for believers in 

the Church don’t translate easily or clearly into laws that ought to govern a 

nation. If they did, then we ought to have laws against lying and greed as much as 

murder and theft! 

4. Remind people that Jesus has called us out to follow Him together.. 
When Simon and Matthew each encountered Jesus, they recognized that He had 



more powerful answers than anything they had previously known. So they left 

everything they had previously believed and lived and fought for to follow Him. 

Unity doesn’t mean uniformity, but it does mean that I keep Jesus first and I 

place my opinions  aside for the greater goal of  following Jesus together with 

others who He has also called alongside me. 

 

When it comes to political engagement, how should we encourage people? 

1. Pray. Praying for our government and its leaders is our primary assignment 

when it comes to this stuff (1 Timothy 2:1-4, 2 Chronicles 7:14, Jeremiah 29:7). 

We make the biggest impact while we’re on our knees (not our soapbox).  

2. Encourage people to vote their conscience. As people living in a 

democracy, we are all leaders of our nation. This is a responsibility God calls us to 

steward humbly and diligently just as He does with money, career, or any other 

part of living as citizens-of-heaven-while-on-temporary-earthly-assignment 

(Luke 16:11, Matthew 25:14-30).  Do your research, think critically about your 

opinions, engage in respectful debate with people you trust (not social media 

shouting matches!), and be passionate about things that you feel are important. 

Leave room for others to do the same even if they think differently.  

3. Adopt  a posture of repentance. If we are more passionate about our political 

perspectives than we are about Kingdom perspectives, then there’s room for 

repentance. If we don’t care at all, then there’s also room for repentance. 

4. Resist fear and stand in hope. People who are looking to politics (instead of 

to Jesus) for security are feeling pretty scared these days. Let’s inspire our people 

to exude hope and confidence so that people will have a reason to ask why we’re 

so different (1 Peter 3:15).  

5. Disgaree honorably. Set ground rules against name calling and stereotyping. 

Have people agree that there are authentic Christ followers in all political parties. 

Observe if your group members have the skills required to agree to disagree. If 

things become heated or people take offense, stop the discussion and after the 

meeting address it quickly and directly in a more  intimate setting with only those 

involved (Matt 18:15). Unaddressed tension festers into the kind of conflict that is 

harmful to group life. If they are not equipped to handle it on their own you may 

need to step in and mediate a reconciliation process. Next time you meet, have 

them, or you, report back to the group that it was reconciled. 

 

If you’d like to brainstorm any particular situation that’s come up in your group, or you 

just want to chat further, feel free to reach out! 

 

Your fellow Bridgeway MC Leader, 



 

Todd Millikan 

toddmillikan@gmail.com 

Cell 916-886-1987 


